
AN ANCIENT RELIC.

Interesting Mementoes of the
"Father of His Country."

REVOLUTIONARY INCIDENTS.

We publish herewith the fac-sltnlle of a letter from
one ol whom It has been written, "Masons exult
that the name of Washington stood enrolled on

>he list of brethren, ana they will cherish the re¬

membrance of nis virtues and his services &< *

rich legacy for their emulous example."
In January, 1782, certain members of the fra¬

ternity in New York forwarded 10 tneir illustrious

fellow workman a number of Masonic ornaments,
with an address expressive of tnelr admiration

for Ms character as a man and a Mason. It

krought forth the above reply.
It will be observed that the letter as it haa

come down to us la written all over with tho
marxs of old age. The original, though carefully
transmitted from generation to generation, Is

Jim, disooiored and bears the peculiar brownish
lint that one may see In ancient books. It

b likewise creased and worn, and here and
there is broken, jet, as is Illustrated in our cur,
lender nandshave reverently sought to check tho

ravages of time and prevent farther decay. Wo
refer to the bits of paper which before the ma¬

jority of our readers were born were used to unite

iho dlfsevered seams. It will bo noticed that In

'.he left hand lower corner of the first page Is a

>eculiar knob-like figure. Thia represents a lold
»f Washington's nalr.
few of the writings of the Father of hia Country

tontain more In a a nail stace that la eharacterls-
l<c ol hlrn as a patriot and a Mason than does this
lerter. lie says:. "If my endeavors to avert the
.vil with which this countr/ was threatened by a

deliberate plsn of tyranny should be crowned
With the success that is wished, tne praiso Is due
k> the Grand Architect of the Universe, who did.
. ot soc (It to sufler His superstructures and Jus¬
tice to tie subjected to the ambition of the princes
»f this world, or to the ro.1 of oppression in the
lands ol any person upon the earth."
In 1790, fourteen years alter the above word»

sere written, and when his second term was

irawing to a close, a commltiee was appointed to
.form an address to be presented en the ensuing
Tca»t of Ht. John, December 27, to the Great
Master Workman, our illustrious Brother Wash¬
ington, on the occasion of his intended retirement
Irom public labors." The address was presented,
ind elicited the following reply:.
"Fellow Citizens and iikotiieks of the Grand

*oi)gk ok 1'it.NNBVLVANu:.1 have received vour
tddress with aii the leelingsoi brotherly atTectlon,
mingled with those sentiments for the aociety
which it was calculated to excite.

'.To have ueun in any degree an instrument in
the banOa of Providence to promote orter and
¦nion, and erect upon a solid foundation the trfte
principles or government, is only to have shored
with man v others in a labor the result of which,
let us hope, will prove through all ages a sanc-

tuary for brothers and a lodge for tie virtues.
"Permit me to reciprocate your prayers for my

temporal happiness, and to supplicate tna; we

may ail m-et hereafter in that eternal temple
whore ouilder u the Great Architect or the Uni-
rerae."
On the 14th of December, 1799, the "ureat Mas¬

ter Workman" died, and in one of the iutieral
orations incrdent to the sad occasion we dud the
following eloquent tribute to an t description of
lis Masonic character:.
"Animated with a generous phiantbropy our

deceased brother /arly sougnt admission Into our

ancient and honorable iraiernlty, at once to enable
him to cnerlsh with advantage Irs heaven-born
principles and enlarge tie sphere of their opera¬
tion*.
"He cultivated our art with scdulons attention,

cud never lost an opportunity of advancing the
interests or promoting ibe nonor of the craft.
While Commander-in-Chief of the American
Revolutionary arm7 ho countenanced tho es¬

tablishment, and encouraged the labors of a

travelling lodse among tho military. He
wisely considered it a school of urban-
I'-y, well raL:uured to disseminate those
mild virtu's of the aeart ».> ornamental to tho
numan character, and so lecuiisrty useful to cor¬

rect the ferocity of soldiers aud alleviate iho
miseries of war. The cares of his high office pre¬
cluded bis engaging In the duties of the chair, yet
he indulged frequent, opportunities of visit-
In* th" I'nige. anu thought It to deroga¬
tion iron hit dignity there to stand on a level
with the or^ih cn. True to our principle on ail
Bccaslon*, un incident once occurred wnich eu-

ibied tilm to display their influence to his foes, a
body of Aoioricau troops in roin^ svcessiul en-

sounter witn the enemy possessed themselves,
among other booty, of the jewels and furniture of
a British travelling lodge of batons. .This prop¬
erly wa« im nedlat. ly directed Dy the Com uandcr-
li.-Mnei to be returned nnder a (lag ol trnce to its
former i ropriutoris, accompanied by a mesaige
lurporting that the Americans did not make war

upon institutions 01 b?nevolence.
"Of bis attachment to our Order if is not ncces-

saiy that we should dilate. It is a part of the
written history which links bis name with nndy-
In? immortality. His letters and responses on

frequent occasions brea 1 ne throughout tne eplrit
of brotncrlr i«.ve, aud evince a na'nrai aptitude
lor the tenets of our royal art which lias rarely
beon equalled and never surpai-sed. Nothing can
more highly conduce to th- honor ana prosperity
01 Maaonry than a successful imitation and emu¬
lation of bis bright example."

AN INCIDENT OF THE REVOLUTION-
ART WAR.

Mentgomery Lodge No. cs, of thin city, ha* la
Its possession several memorial* of tne Revolution-
try war or a Ttrf Interesting character. While
me army wan encamped in New Jersey a party ot
American troop* wan sent out on a foraging expe¬
dition, and on their way tell In with a cumber of
Britmil soldiers, who had been { laced on guard

, »»er some baggage whicn bad been removed to a
distant placo. a skirmish en*ued, and they were
taken prisoners and, with their baggage, carried
to the American army. On nn examination of tbe
kaggage a Templar s aa«k and a Master's apron
were found, whim excited 10 no surprise amint
tbe soldiers, and were immediately carried to
the lent of ti e Commander-in-Chief. As soon a*
til* eyea fell upon them he gave immediate instruc¬
tion that the naggage mould i>e careiuiiy pro¬
tected irom mjnry; that inquiries stioaM be made
after tbe owner of these articl"*, aad, if found,
that be be requested to repair immediately to bis
tent. The latter soon made ma appearance. Kind
worosand friendly greetings attended hi« recep¬
tion. He was treated with the utmost care while
» prisoner, and was soon alter sent home
to Kuglahd on parole, attended hr
all the comforts and conveniences which it was
pos«i i|r> to nestow upon blm in those times of
troutiie. Tni* person was Serjeant K*nr, of the
British amy, who, alter hli arrival home, lived to
a good old age. and oreserved thatsa*h and apron
with tnu greatest care, (in his dying beri, stir-

rounded lit his kindred, and anion? the nnmlier
was an old snd trit-d triend, a iirotber of the mys¬
tic :n\ tie ordered the sasn and apron to lie pro-
dn ed and railing ins old iriend and brother to
hi* side exacted a promts- irom him to
lorward, alter his death, the same to Mont-
gomety Lo lire, m tne cltr of New York, with an
accompany ing let er, stating it to oe a memento to
the fraternity OI the klndnc.is and fraternal re¬
gard of George Wellington toward an bumble
1 ro'her and a stranger, and as* testimonial that
the memory,of the just Is blessed and snail Itvo
an i touush like the green Day tree. These relics
wer* presented to Montgomery i.odge In 183«,
where ttiey now remain and are preserved with
the greatest care.
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"T HE G R EAT MAS T E R W 0 R K M AN." j
FAC-SIMILE OF A MASONIC LETTER OF GEORGE WASHINGTON.!

WASHINGTON'S WAR LODGE AT MOB-
BI8TOWN, N. J.

Tne great Order which claim* an existence
away down ftia centuries further baek than even
this bonding of Kin? Solomon'* Temple, an«l
which to-dav will furniah striking and
Imrosing proof of it* great power and growth
in this country, ha* a record over in New Jersey
enriched with precious recollection* or the
"Father 01 bis Country," the illustrious Franco-
American compatriot of Washington, General the
Marquis de Liftyette, as wpii an great human¬
izing and proresslon*l Influence*. a* In New
York and the other states, no in New Jersey, tne
tiny Masonic acorn planted centnrlaa axo
ha* grown into a great, powerrul oak,
whose branches overspread the entire Stat* from
the Hudaon to tlto Delaware and from the hills or
Sussex to tne white shore irlnge of Cape May.
The order In New Jersey includes now, as it has
ever done, a large share of the most distinguished
and most highly respected citizens. On its roll*
are to tie found, beside* the names of Washington
and Lafayette, those oi governors, senators, con

gressmen, clerg*m*n, editors, judges and the
noil noted of lavyers, lending manufacturers
and mechanic*. Among Masons the brethren of
New Jeraey aro

NOTXn FOR THKtlt PKOFiriRXCT
andgr-at exactness in ' working the degrees"
and for their comparative freedom from members
who are "not in good standing."

Tne ot.nr. r i.omix
lo tho state Is sr. John's, No. 1. of Newark, a

lodge whlcn, lor s «nn years past, has been
atrongly tinged with old logytaui, i>ut which,
nevertheless, hss a record moie brightly illu¬
minated than any other Jersey lorttre. St. Join *

THE MEDALLION.

In the antique frame which encloses the
letter of Washington, abovo printed, is a

medallion portrait of the "Great Master
Workman." We have not attempted to re¬

produce (he picture, for it is ancient aud
faded, bnt npon the bark of it is an in¬

scription, of which the following is a /no-
timile. It will, doubtless, be treasnred by
all who revere the mementoes of the past.
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la not the first established lodge, though it I* thir¬
teen or fourteen year* o!<ier tbau tn<> Republic;
but It la the oldest now in existence in the .Mute.
There waa a St. Jonn'a before It, bat that died
out, and in It* stead sprann up the present St.
John's. From Its relation* with Oeorge Washlng-
ton ai d Lafayette, which hereafter win be de¬
scribed, this vcnornble lodge is not only a subject
of great interest to ti.e enure Masonic fraternity,
buiposs.ascs

A NATION it. interest.
Its first meeting took place on Mar t-% 1T61. at a

tavern In Newark, relied the "Rising .-sun." Its
first officers were William Turkey, Worshipful
Master; Lewis Ogden, senior Warden; Jamm
Nutmann, Junior Warden; Uaorlel ogden. Treas¬
urer; Moses ogden. secretary. Anion* itsrharter
members was the Rtv. Mr. Brown, rector of Trin¬
ity chnrch, Newark. He was preatiy revered by
the brethren, (or the records show that on St.
John's Day, in nox he was presented with a rich
suit ot aaccrdotal robes, costing £10 10s. for which

presentation the lodgn received "his and his con¬

gregation's thanks." luiring the wsr of the Revo-
Intlon a few members or St. John's Lodge took
sides nlth Ruin Oeorge; but. to tnelr honor be It
said, tne great, tn.ijority east their lot with their
country and itirnisiied both officers and pri¬
vates lor the American Army under Washing
ton. Few meetings were held during those tim*s
that truly tried men's souls; but the lodge points
with pardonable and «ven Issuable pride to the
iact that ita records were written, not on tho old
Kntciish stamped paper, which Oeorge Gaeipn's,
ndratnistratloa vainly tried to force on ttie Ameri¬
can people, but on sheets which to thia day bear
the proud federal eagle of the new-born Republic.

Washington, latatitti and st. juutl
The initiation at LAf*j«t« Into u« Mawalc

Order to«li piaoe la tttto conitrr **">» *. wm
just emerging Into manhood. H* Wit "IN1!" A*3'
months of being twenty-one when Fredenrksbnra
Lodge, »n Virginia, entered him m an -spprentlce
Mason" under a special dispensation of the Grand
Lodge of Virginia, it was not until 1780 that ha
was "raised to toe aubilme degreo of a Master
Mason," and given authority to bear the badga
"more ancient than the Gulden fleece and
more honoraole than the star and Oar-
ter or auy other emblematic honoi
of prince or po'sntate." Thia event
toolt place at Morristown, S. J., in a lodge or«ran-
lied under a travelllnz warrant, General WmIi-
logton being present. St. John's lavy reasonable
elalm to ihe liouor of making Lafayette a Mason,
forasmuch as her Jewels were nsed on the occa.

sion, as is set form in an emanation of a St. John .
member a* follow*:.

7 Wbto WaahinKton with tnvt/lc «'J% By Morris'mnip lire'* lurid ltffhtfc J| The mcroil al-ar rure and bright of Masonry^ ^
>

* St. John'a her leweU jlsdly sent
* To grace ttiatsriuv louao intent,

, jI With joy u« liaiuil the «reat event of Lataretus^ <

to**************************************** ^
The Jewels referred to are entered upon St.

John's records as lollows:."Twenty-four aprons,
two ebony truncheons, four large candlesticks,
three large candle moulds, one silk pedestal cloth,
bound with silver lace; a damask cushion, a sllret
key, a bine ribbon, striped with black, and a silver
level, square and compass, with blue ribbon.*' Of
these articles the only one now In possession of th<
lodge is one of the truncheons. Some years ago the
lodtre room of St. John's was broken into by thieves
ana all the jewels were curried off. including those
used by General WashlnRton in the ceremony ol
making Lafayette a Master Mason.all but tia
truncheon referred to, The thieves, doubtless.
sold the silver jewels for ola silver, Ignorant, of
their hundred-fold preclousness to Freemason*.
When Lafayette revisited this country after the
wat for independence he attended a communi¬
cation of St. John's Lodge. on whieB
occasion the 'jowcls used at MorrUtown in 178C
were again nsed. Tlie chair Lalayette sat. in as

Master of St. John's Tor the tltne being is still pre-
nerved bv the lo Ige and held in arcat reverence.
Hut the brightest page in St. John's history 1st*
be herewith rewritten. This lodge lays lawful
claim ro having been the first organization of any
kind in thisonntry to

CKl.KBRATK WASHINGTON'S BIRTHDAY.
The occasion of Its doing so was on February

22 1792, seven years prior to the death or their
most illustrious brother, the Father of his Country
and the hero of the Revolution. » ashlngton died
December 19, 1793, and St. John's Lodge
postponed its customary lestlvltles on

St John's Uav and, instead, turned the
occasion into one of deep mourning lor
the loss sustained by it In common with
the wnoie country. The following 22d ot Pebru-
arv 1800, the lodge celebrated, lor the second
time the birthday of Washington. The celebra-
non was one of great solemnity. Among those
taking leading parts in it were the m«ht Kev
Bishop Ogden. of the Episcopal cnurch; llsv. Dr.
McWhorter, the distinguished Irlsh-Amerlcaa
Presbyterian of Newark.one or whose streets is
named after htm-Jodge Houdlnot, Dr. Burnet
and a host ot distinguished brethren. Tne oration
was delivered by William Halser, an eloquent
Jersey lawyer of that day. Ever since the 2Jd of
rebruary has been annually commemoratea by
the lodge.
The lodge has ever held hleh repute in and out

of Masonic circles, and has on Us roll of member¬
ship the names of some of the very b?st cltlr.ene
of Newark tor the last 114 years and evan more.
It went on lor many years prospering ani to

prosper. . In the year 182>, however, so great aa

outcry had been raised against Masonry th»t 9t.
John's officers deemed it imnrudent to c.elebratt
St. John's Day with the customary procession, *0
General Lafayette's visit the same year had thi
effect of quieting the popular outbreak and 81
John's increased Its membership. Soon after
however, ihe Morgan excitement and the furj
against the Masons broke oat with Increased
force. The Order was denounced in press and
pulpit. Members were assaulted in the etreete
and lodge reoms attacked with stones and otbei
missiles. Many lodges were closed. Between th«
years 1829 and 1*33 St. John's Lodgi
had not more than a dozen meetings. Not
a single application for membership wai
made during the interval. On January 4,
1834 the lodge formally decided to hold no mora
meetings nntli the storm ahould blow over: and
it was not until December 29, 1833. that the lodge
reorganized and resumed its* .-regular communi-
cations." on the occasion of the reorganizatloi
Nrand Master John S. Darcy presided and a com

municatlon was read from the Grand Lodge of tb<
State permitting St. John's to resume ita labora
since then the affairs of the lodge have prospered
ao that It is now the mother lo lge ol quite a fan*
llyol lodges m Newark and other parts of tht
State There is but one more important fact it
ist. John's history to relate. Out of compliment
to Grand Master Breasley. member ot Congress la
1787. it wslved its title to No. 1 in favor ot Breasiey
Lodge. In 1842, however, St. Jotin\« resumed its

original title of No. 1. It is thus shown, lo the

foregoing matter of Maaonlo record, that Jer**y
Masons have a full title to a front rank among.
Hie brethren and also in the Centennial lustre ol
the Ilepubiie.

______

MASONRY IN THE OLD WORLD.
In England Freemasonry has, from early time*,

occnpled a prominent position. a direct line a

Grsnd Master* being traced back to A. D. 607, at
which time Austin tne meat, was Grand Matter,
and 'rom that time man; eminent men hare occu¬

pied the Orlentai chair. Tnc omce-bearera for
1674-6 are:.Grand Master, His Royal Highness tne
prince 01 Wales, K. G.; Deputy Grand Master, the
Right Hon. the Ken of Carnarvon; the Right
Hon. Lord Henry Tnynne, M. P., senior Grand
Warden. Under the registry of Kngland there art

1,345 locges and 91,760 members, which member¬
ship includes lodges in Australia. New Zealand,
India, China, New Son to Wales, Spain, Monti
Airlra, llnrmah, Jamaica, Barbafloes, Deniarara,
Brazil and orher countries.

MOOTI.AND AND IMt.ANB.
The Gr^d Lodge or Scotland has for Its Grand

Master Sir M. U. aiiaw-Stewart, Mart.; Deputy
Grand Master,the Right lion, the Karl of Roilyn. 41s

lodges and 21,000 members. I ne Grand Master of
Ireland is His Grace the Duke oi Leiaater; l>epaty
Grand Master, Robert Widiam Siiekleton; Seuior
Graad Warden. Lord Vlsconnt Powerscoort, K. P.;
372 Iod0«s and 18,400 members.

UKRMANY, ITALT, (TAIN AND PORTTtlAL.
The Grand Lodge oi Prussia has (or officers Hii

Royal Majesty King William I., Protector; the
Crown Prince Frederics William, l»eputy Pro.
tector; 309 lodges and 3:.,lot members. Italy bat
66 lodges, 151 chapters an I 11053 member*. spaio
has ion lodges and 4,_'00 me miters. Portugal's
chiet orllcers are Comte de J'aroty, peer of the
kingdom. Sovereign (irand < ommauder; Conseii-
Ic^er Jos* de Silva Menus Leal Honor, Minister oi

State, Deputy Grand Commander; 67 lodges and
nu mbers.

MAsositr i* onirR cocxtrim.
F/aece has aM lodges, 10,xio members; Belgium

74 lodges, 2,IIK members; Switzerland, 2S lodge*
l.sisj members; Norwar and Sweden, 25 lougea,
lo.soo nu-uib*rs; Hungary, 33 lodges; Tu:ke>, 14
lodges; i.u.xetnotirg, iloiges; Denmark, n lodge*;
Greece, < looses; TM Netherlands, «« lodge*;
Turkey in Asia, 10io<iges: China. «lodges; India, 4)
lodge*, llnrmah. * .oil^es; Kgypi, 1» lodges ; htn-
gapore, 3.o»gc-; Japan. 0 lodges; Jerusalem,!
lodge ; Month Africa,'.'5 lodges; Liberia (Aiics),-J
lodg-s; Persia, 50,000 tneiiru-rs; Arabia, 20,<W0
members; New Month Wale*, 31 lodge*;
New Zealand, 60 lodges; India u.>, lodges; South
Australia, Jasnimla ino Victoria, 95 lodges.

SUMMARY,
Following are sto'emenis of tne number of

lodges and membership in North and .^outn
America and adjacent islands, carefully compiled
from the most reliable sources oi information;.
l-'nited states, 8,o«9 lodges, 624,64'j members;
NoraMcotia, M lodges, 3.113 members; British Co-
lunibia, 10 lodges, siu members; Canada (outirioi.
323 lunges, 14.530 members; ijueoec. 37 lodge-,
1,781 Riemtiers; Sew Brunswick, to ledges, 2,034
members; xexlco, 13 lodges, flvM members; HaviL
18 lodges; Cuba, 7 lodg-s; t;»sra lilea, J lodge*.
Nicaragua, a lodges; Venezuela. M lodges; New
Grenada. 224 lodges; illiU, -M lodges; 1'aragnay,
17 lodges; Uruguay. ]. lodges; St. Domingo, «
lodges; ,-*an Salvador. 1 lodge; r.uateaiau, l
lodge; Panama, :i odirea; United States or i.'olutn*
Ida. W lodges; Pern, 71 lodges; Argentine Coured*
eration. 12 lodges: Itraatl, li>4 lodges; Saadwicl
Islands, n lodges; Prince Edward's IHand, fudges'
Nnssaq, 0 lodges,


